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Warmest Wishes

Calendar
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&
Tribal Council
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*

Mocomanto
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January 31st

*

Christmas Eve
Shinnecock Church Servige
7 PM

*

Christmas Program
at Epiphany,
January 6, 2011
Shinnecock Church
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Board of Trustees

Hakame!

The Board of Trustees would like to report on meet-
ings held between the Nation and various political
figures in Washington, D.C., between December
13th and 16th. On Monday we went to The Commit-
tee On Indian Affairs where a number of congress-
men and senators discussed their views on what
still needs to be done in Indian Country.

On the 13th and 14th meetings were held on Capi-
tol Hill with Shinnecock Trustees and leaders of oth-
er tribal nations to educate senators, congressmen
and Obama administration officials on the Carcieri
land into trust issue. The politicians were advised

how devastating it is to Indian Country when tribes - -
are not allowed to take land into trust. Trustees also At Department of Interior December 15th: US Congressman Tim

attended National Congress of American Indian re- Lance Gumbs; Assistant Sedreteany Affairs Larry Echo Hawk; Try
ceptions and general sessions, where they were Chairman Randy King; Trustee Gordell Wright.
able to hear the concerns and realities of other
tribes.

On December 15th the Trustees met with the staffs
of senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand
and also with Congressman Tim Bishop, to once
again advise them that Indian nations need be able
to take land into trust for gaming and non gaming
purposes, and to receive an update on federal ap-
propriations that might be available to fund
Shinnecock tribal programs.

The Trustees also presented the Shinnecock Na-
tionds flag to the Interi
the other flags of tribal nations around the country.
This was a poignant ceremony, where Shinnecock
Elders and those who passed on were remem-

bered. Hiawatha Brown, friend of the Shinnecock and Councilman of th
On December 16, President Obama addressed the Indian Nation, performing Honor Song for the Shinnecock Indian
tribal nations at the second annual White House flag before it was installed at the US Department of Interior; Cor
Tribal Nations Conference. The president set up Bishop; Shinnecock Warrior Society member Terrell Terry; Trustg
these annual conferences because he wanted to Interior Under Secretary Larry Echo Hawk, Trustee Chairman R3
hear from the individual nations what outstanding Trustee Gordell Wright.
issues needed to be addressed in Indian Country.

Shinnecockds concerns were that tribes maintain the abili
ment of resources, which include stewardship of the surrounding waters.

What was extremely gratifying to the Board of Trustees was to see the flag of the Shinnecock Indian Nation at the front of
the lineup of flags, standing strong and in solidarity with the other tribal nations.

May the Creator bless our newly federally recognized community during this Sacred Season, and for all times into the Fu-
ture. Have a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year!
Randy King, Chairman
Lance Gumbs
Gordell Wright
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Tribal Tree Lit Up December 6

Twas the coldest night of the
to date, but t
usiastic tribal
from showing up
ne of the tridkt
traditiins fi the lighting of the
Christmas tree at the Flagpole
Memorial the first week in De-
cember.

There to warm the hearts and
toes of the bundled up was a
tent shelter for the Elders, sing-
ing and hot chocolate for every-
one, and an hilariously funny
Santa Claus who tickled the fan-
cies of the kids.

(BJ)
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